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:JORK I Oep_artment of 
c:wotruNlrv Environmental 

Conservation 

How landowners apply for Forest Tax Law 

Landowner 
submits new 
application 
materials to 

DEC Regional 
Forester 

Regional 
Forester 
approves 

Certificate of 
Approval (COA) 

and sends 
approval 

package to 
landowner 

Landowner 
distributes 

approved COA 
and other 
forms to 

county clerk 
and local 
assessor 

Landowner 
submits Annual 
Commitment 
form to local 
assessor and 
receives tax 

break 

Landowner 
follows 

management 
plan, continues 

to apply for 
break annually 
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:JORK I Oep_artment of 
c:wotruNlrv Environmental 

Conservation 

Elements of a Forest Management Plan 

• Landowner information 

• Forest type map with committed 

acres 

• Forest inventory 

• Stand narratives with goals 

• Prescriptions 

• Work schedule 

• Each of these elements or requirements are part of the regulations and handbook. 
• Landowner information, correct contact info, tax parcel data are all part of basic information gathered. 
• DEC needs to certify the committed acres through an accurate forest type map with acres committed to 

the program. 
• The private forester needs to provide DEC with an accurate forest inventory in order to make sound forest 

management decisions. 
• Stand narratives are detailed descriptions of current stand conditions with “continuous production of 

forest crop” as the main goal. 
• The prescription provides data for type of treatments needed. 
• The work schedule outlines what treatments are scheduled when to fulfill forest management plan. 
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1018 To 1019 Commetcia.l HarVl!st of 54 Acres in Staud(s) l ; NoEH:ommercial TSl of9 Acres in Sb.Dd(s) 2;. 

1019 To 1010 Commetcia.l lhrvest of94 Acn!:5 in Stand(s) 3,4,5,6,7,8,9; Non-cam!Di!mal TSI of 10 Acrl!5 in Sbnd(s) 
3;. 

1010 To l0ll Non-mmmetcia.l TSI of 10Acrl!5 in Sbnd(s) 3;. 

1011 To l0l: Non-mmmetcia.l TSI of 10 Acres in Sbod(s) 3; Re-mark Property & Committed Acftage Bouocmy 
~asNeces.saty. 

lOll To 1013 Non-mmmetcia.l TSI of 4 Acres in Sbnd(s) 3; Fri-e•Year Update of Mana~ PWI as nquired. 

1013 To 1014 No Tn!atmeob Necessary 

1014 To 1015 No Tn!atments Necess.iry 

1015 To 1016 No TJ1!atments Neces~ 

1016 To 1017 h-mm. Property & Committed Acreage Bouocmy Lines as Necessary. 

1017 To 1018 Fi,-e•Ye.ar Update ofM.anagemimt Plan as required. 

1018 To 1019 No Tn!atmeob Neces~ 

1019 To 1030 No Tn!atmenis Necess.iry 

1030 To 1031 NoTJ1!atmenisNeces~ 

l031 To l03l R.-mm Property & Committ.d Attuge Bouocmy Ln.s "Necess,,y. 

1031 To 1033 Fn~.y ear Update ofManageIIll!D.J PWI as requind. 

ACCEPIEDFO:R.RIGIOSALFORISIER_· ------------------'':al;s,,-=.aa";..._ 
NYSDEC., lllON.-illWeskottlt.Glld,~, NRl"Yart 12W 
n-t: SU-357-2155 Fu: 511-J57-2A60 

:JORK I Oep_artment of 
c:wotruNlrv Environmental 

Conservation 

Commercial Harvest 

Non-Commercial TSI 

Boundary Line 
Maintenance 

5 Year Update 

• Emphasis on year by year scheduling. 
• Commercial harvest has two years to be completed, must give DEC a Notice of Commercial Cutting (NOCC) 30 days before 

harvest. Must submit 6% stumpage tax to county. Opportunity to review. 
• Non-Commercial TSI allows for one year to complete.  Landowner will need to pay for this treatment. 
• Boundary line marking and 5 year update on schedule 
• The work schedule is how DEC checks for compliance with the program. 
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:JORK I Oep_artment of 
c:wotruNlrv Environmental 

Conservation 

Violations 

• Partial or full conversion to non-

forestry use. 

• Owner doesn’t give proper 
notice of a proposed cutting 

• Owner fails to pay 6% stumpage 

owed to county. 

• Owner fails to comply with the 

approved management plan 

during commitment period. 

• Four examples of violations of the program: 
• Conversion to non forestry use. Building a barn is a partial conversion. Dropping below 50 acre 

minimum is a full conversion 
• Owner doesn’t submit NOCC to Regional Forester and therefore there is no opportunity for review 

by DEC. 
• Owner fails to pay stumpage tax to county. 
• Failure to follow the approved forest management plan by not doing the work on the work 

schedule. 
• These are spelled out in the law and cannot be change with regulation reform. 
• DEC determines if a violation has occurred on a tax law. 
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:JORK I Oep_artment of 
c:wotruNlrv Environmental 

Conservation 

Thank You 

For more information on Forest Tax Law and current regulations, please see our website at 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/5236.html. 

Please submit comments to: 
Jason Drobnack 
Private Forestry and Utilization Programs 
Bureau of Forest Resource Management 
bslmregs@dec.ny.gov 
518-402-9630 
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